
Brazil’s Write-up for IBO 2008 
Form for NBO description and IBO team selection procedure 
 

1. Country Brazil 

2. Name A/Prof Claudia Russo / Prof. Rubens Oda 

3. Established Participated in IBO for the first time in 2004 

4. Logo 

 
5. Posters NA 

6. Website URL National Association of Biosafety (ANBIO)
 http://www.anbiojovem.org.br 
  

7. Olympiad 
promotion 
(among schools, 
teachers, 
press...) 

Letter of invitation to participate in selection sent to all 
local schools, newsletter sent to our teachers database. 

8. Organization 
structure, 
categories and 
rounds 

Selection carried out by Federal University of Rio de 
Janeiro (UFRJ), in collaboration with ANBio. Two rounds 
of selection for prize winners of the national competition: 
Theory tests and Practical tests. 

9. Tests National competition: Theory tests consist of 2 parts (A 
and B). Some topics of the IBO syllabus are not included 
because are not teached in brazilian High School. 
Practical tests are conducted during the training 
program. 

10. Student training Carried out during a 1 week stay-in period in May or 
June. In our first National Olympiads we had trained 20 
students and selected four best students to participate in 
IBO. Last year we had not financial support to do this 
training program. We belive that our reality today is to 
train only the eight best students in order to select the 
first four to IBO and the others to the Iberoamerican 
Biology Olympiad. 

11. Study materials       Provided by lecturers during training period. 

12. Awarding of 
students, prizes 

Medals awarded to students after the Theory and 
Practical Tests of the national competition. 



13. Media coverage few media support, some local notes are common in 
states with students with good results 

14. Financial 
support / 
resources 

National Counsel of Technological and Scientific 
Development (CNPq) provides part of funding for 
participation fees, airfares, pocket allowance and cost of 
training materials. Some biotecnology industries usually 
sponsor some airfares. 

15. Support of Min. 
of Education 

We have support to promote the Olympiad in public 
schools. The Min. of Education sometimes give us 
financial support.  

16. National 
Competition 
Rules 

Only citizens and permanent residents can participate.  
All IBO rules are followed by Brazilian National 
Olympiad.  

17. Selection 
procedure for 
IBO competition 

The first four participants of our training program are 
invited to join the IBO team 

18. National 
committee 
(presidents by 
periods) 

Professors of the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro 
and secondary schools 
President: A/ Rubens Oda 

19. Working groups - 

20. Participating in 
IBO: observer, 
participant, 
organizer 

Brazil was observer in 2004. 
Since 2005 (China) Brazil is participating in the IBO. In 
Canada (2007) we lost our participation because of 
problems in our sponsor (Min. of Education) 

21. IBO coordinator 
(name address, 
email) 

A/Prof Claudia Russo 
Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Instituto de 
Biologia, Departamento de Genética.  
Dep. Genetica, CCS Bl. A Universidade Federal do Rio 
de Janeiro Ilha do Fundao 
21941-570 - Rio de Janeiro, RJ - Brazil – PO Box: 68011 
Phone: (5521) 38697346 Fax: (5521) 25626397 
Email address: claudiaamrusso@gmail.com 

22. Statistics over 
the years 

We gain our first bronze medal last year (India). In 
Iberoamerican Olympiads we were twice second place in  
medals score (1 gold, 1 silver and 2 bronze medals). 
More informations in tables below. 

23. Standard school 
year 

From (month) 
February 

To (month) 
November 



24. Biology 
hours/week 
(common for 
students going 
for the NBO) 

Minimum (hours)  3 hours Maximum (hours) 6 hours 

25. References Vida – A ciência da Biologia by Purvess et al. 
Publisher: ArtMed 

ISBN: 0-7167-3873-2 

 
Biology by Neil A. Campbell and Jane B. Reece 
Publisher: Benjamin Cummings 

ISBN-10: 080537146X  

ISBN-13: 978-0805371468  

 
 

 I NBO 
2005) 

II NBO 
(2006) 

III NBO 
(2007) 

IV NBO 
(2008) 

Students 7.000 17.000 21.000 25.000 

Number of brazilian states 
participating 

16 16 23 23 

Number of students training in 
UFRJ 

4 21 20 - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schools participating (N=1231)  

Public 
school
 77,45% 

Private 
schools 22,55% 



 
 

 

Some pictures of four training program 
in Rio de Janeiro. One field class 
behind the Sugar Loaf! 


