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INTRODUCTION 

The 23rd International Biology Olympiad (IBO) was held in Singapore from 8th July to  

15th July, 2012.  IBO2012 was hosted by the National Institute of Education (NIE), Nanyang 

Technological University (NTU) and the National University of Singapore (NUS) and 

sponsored almost entirely by the Ministry of Education (MOE).  Singapore played host to a 

total of 440 participants from 59 competing countries (as well as one new observing country, 

Costa Rica and one non-competing country, Liechtenstein).  These participants comprised 

234 student competitors accompanied by 207 Jury members and observers.  The full 

participant list is provided in the IBO2012 Program Book (Appendix 1, pages 7 to 10). 

Compared with previous IBOs, the 23rd IBO Organizing Committee was rather lean, with 

only 34 key committee members, aided by 109 helpers and 104 volunteer guides (Appendix 

1, pages 14 to 16).  The two Co-Chairpersons of the IBO2012 Organizing Committee were 

Associate Professors Shirley Lim and Tit-Meng Lim.  The IBO2012 Organizing Committee, 

though small in size, worked together as a cohesive team to provide all participants with a 

wonderful experience of Singapore culture. 

The student competitors stayed at the Prince George’s Park Residences at the NUS 

while Jury members and observers were housed in the dormitories at NTU.  The close 

proximity of the NTU dormitories to the Jury Room ensured that travel time to and from the 

questions-vetting venue is reduced as it is within walking distance.  In addition, this is in 

keeping with the notion of reducing our carbon footprint. 

The IBO2012 program officially kicked off with the grand Opening Ceremony on the  

9th July, with His Excellency, Dr Tony Tan Keng Yam, President of the Republic of Singapore 

as the Guest-of-Honour.  To mark the auspicious occasion, the President ‘dotted the eyes’ of 

two new Chinese dancing lions to “bring them to life”.  Cultural items were performed by 

primary school children who were part of the prize-winning dance items and bands in the 

annual Singapore Youth Festival.  The daily program of the entire IBO for both student 

competitors and Jury members is given in Appendix 2. 

Special efforts were made by the organizers to introduce aspects of Singapore life into 

the daily activities.  All the meals were carefully chosen to showcase typical Singapore 

cuisine as Singapore is well known as a food paradise.  Pages 11 to 13 in the IBO2012 

Program Book (Appendix 1) provide detailed information on the daily menus such that all 

participants can better appreciate the local cuisine.  The menus were different for every meal 

and varied from Chinese (from diverse dialects such as Cantonese, Teochew, etc.), Malay, 

Indian, Peranakan food to Western food. 
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In addition, student competitors and the Jury members plus observers were also given a 

glimpse of how Singapore solves her problem of water shortage: they visited the NEWater 

Plant as well as the Marina Barrage.  A kite decoration competition was organized at the 

Marina Barrage, followed by a fun evening of night kite flying.  Jury members were also 

introduced to the steamboat dining culture – a traditional roundtable dining experience to 

cultivate camaraderie by cooking your own food.  There were also visits to museums, the 

Jurong Bird Park, the Underwater World and the Singapore Zoo.  At the Bhangra Night, 

participants let their hair down and partied the night away encouraged by the vibrant drums 

of the Sikhs. 

The expenditure for hosting the event totaled about USD 1.1 million.  Participation fees 

were pegged at USD 2,000 for each team (comprising two Jury members and four student 

competitors) and USD 1,440 for each individual Observer – these rates were not considered 

as high in comparison with past IBO participation fees.  A total of USD 201,894 was 

collected from the 440 participants with the rest of the expenditure for IBO (about  

USD 900,000) being funded by the MOE, Singapore. 

 

THEORY AND PRACTICAL TESTS 

The Scientific Committee, with the assistance of the international Sub-group (Table 1), 

worked tirelessly to ensure that a high standard of the IBO competition was maintained with 

quality questions and tasks.  In fact, IBO2012 has the distinction of having the least number 

of words for the theoretical tests (7003 words) and the third lowest number of words for the 

Practical tests (7619 words) (Fig. 1). 

 

Table 1.  Composition of the International Sub-group for IBO2012. 

 
 Name Country 

1 Poonpipope Kasemsap Thailand 

2 Hans Morelis Netherlands 

3 Mary Oliver Australia 

4 Alexander Rubtsov Russia 

5 Anindya Sinha (Rana) India 

6 Dennis Kappei Germany 

7 Daniel Wegmann Switzerland 

8 Olga Waksmann Germany 

9 Alex Friedman Germany 

 



IBO2012 Singapore Final Report 

Page 4 of 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Fig. 1.  Comparison of number of words in the IBOs from 2006 to 2012 (prepared by Hans 
Morelis). 

 

Practical tests (each of 90 minutes’ duration and worth 50 points each) were held on 

July 10 in the four big laboratories of the National Institute of Education (NIE), at the 

Nanyang Technological University campus.  The four biological fields tested were:  

(1) Cell & Molecular Biology, (2) Microbiology & Biochemistry, (3) Plant Diversity, Anatomy & 

Physiology, and (4) Animal Anatomy & Ecology. 

The Theoretical tests (each lasting 3 hours) were held on July 12 at the NIE Gymnasium 

and for the first time in the IBO competitions’ history, comprised all ‘Type B” questions.  

Paper 1 (89.30 points) and paper 2 (89.60 points) had 49 and 46 questions respectively, with 

no questions being skipped (i.e., only parts of a few questions were omitted after Jury 

discussion). 

A total of 193 questions were submitted by Argentina, Australia, Bulgaria, China, 

Chinese Taipei, Czech Republic, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Italy, Korea, Kuwait, Latvia, 

Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Russia, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland, 

Thailand, Turkey, Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates, Ukraine, and United States of 

America (27 countries).  The organizers selected and modified only 29 questions as most 

were Type A questions; the contributed questions comprised 28.88% of the total 187.2 

points of the Theoretical tests. 
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The distribution of the various fields of biology (i.e., Cell biology, Plant anatomy and 

physiology, Animal anatomy and physiology, Ethology, Genetics and evolution, Ecology, and 

Biosystematics) conformed to the guidelines of the IBO with deviations of less than 2% in 

each topic (Table 2). 

 

Table 2.  The distribution of points for the various biological fields in the two theoretical tests 
that were prepared by the Scientific Committee prior to the Jury vetting session. 

 

 

A complete set of the 23rd IBO questions (theoretical and practical tests), together with 

the answer keys and marking schemes are given in Appendix 3. 

 

RESULTS OF THE 23rd IBO 

Statistical analysis of the theory tests showed high reliability, significant correlation, with 

no outliers (Fig. 2A).  In general, students who did well for Theoretical Test 1, also did well 

for Theoretical Test 2.  Similarly, the performance of the students for the Theoretical tests 

(combined) was highly correlated with the scores for the four Practical tests (Fig. 2B).  There 

were no outliers, indicating that there was unlikely to be any cheating. 
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Fig. 2.  Scatterplot of scores of the students in the various tests: (A) Theoretical Test 2 
against Theoretical Test 1; (B) Practical Tests total score against Theoretical Tests total 
score. 

 

From the scatterplots in Fig. 3 A – D, it can be seen that students did the best in 

Practical Test 1 (Cell & Molecular Biology), with the mean score of more than 70% and the 

worst in Practical Test 2 (Microbiology & Biochemistry), with low mean score of less than 

40%.  The mean score for Practical Test 3 (Plant Diversity, Anatomy & Physiology) and 

Practical Test 4 (Animal Anatomy & Ecology) were 60% and 50% respectively, indicating 

that the students fared better in the Plant Diversity test than in the Animal Ecology test. 

A 

B 
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Fig. 3.  Scatterplot of Total Practical scores against individual Practical tests: (A) Practical 
Test 1; (B) Practical Test 2; (C) Practical Test 3, and (D) Practical Test 4. 

 

 

The total scores of the student competitors were converted from percentage scores to  

t-scores, with equal weighting for the Theoretical Tests (50%) and the Practical Tests (50%).  

The complete list of student t-scores is given in Appendix 4.  Test papers were randomly 

picked for checking of translations and accuracy.  The following countries’ test papers were 

checked: Chinese Taipei, Germany, Japan, Korea, Russia, Singapore, and Thailand – and 

everything was in order. 

 
  

A B 

C D 
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In keeping with the IBO rules, about 10%, 20% and 30% of the student competitors 

were awarded medals: 25 gold medals, 48 silver medals and 73 bronze medals.   

The design of the medals featured the IBO2012 logo on one face and the official IBO logo on 

the flip side (Fig. 4); the photograph on the Cover of this report shows the gold, silver and 

bronze medals.  A full description of the design of the IBO2012 logo is given in Appendix 1 

(page 6). 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 4.  Design of the 23rd IBO medal featuring the logo (with a DNA strand, the Sunda 
Pangolin and the Singapore Rhododendron). 

 

At IBO2012, the next highest ranking 25 students (after the medal winners) were 

awarded Merit Certificates as encouragement for their good performances.  Fig. 5 shows the 

certificates that were given to the medal winners as well the merit certificate recipients.  The 

certificate of participation that was given to all participants of the IBO2012 is shown in Fig. 6. 

 

 

Fig. 5.  Design of the 23rd IBO Certificate of Awards for medal winners: Gold, silver and 
bronze (left to right).  The gold, silver and bronze lettering were hot-stamped with matching 
metallic foil onto the certificates. 
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Fig. 6.  Design of the 23rd IBO Certificate of Merit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 7.  Design of the 23rd IBO Certificate of Participation for all participants at the IBO2012. 
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CLOSING CEREMONY 

The Closing Ceremony was held on the 14th July and the Guest-of-Honour was Ms 

Chan Lai Fung, Permanent Secretary (Education Policy), MOE, Singapore.  Before the 

results of the IBO2012 were announced, there was the traditional presentation of award to 

the winners of the IBO Video Competition.  Team Japan's hilarious entry for the Bio Video 

Competition was voted by the 234 competitors to be the best entry in this competition. 

Upon completion of the medal awards ceremony, the IBO Cup and Flag were officially 

handed over by the two Co-Chairpersons of IBO2012 to the next host of the IBO, 

Switzerland.  Dr Daniel Wegmann and Ms Irène Steinegger-Meier received the cup and flag 

on behalf of Switzerland.  In keeping with the tradition set by the organizers of the IBO in 

2011 (Chinese Taipei), the flags of the participating countries were also handed over to the 

next organizers.  Everyone then adjourned to the Raffles Marina where a sumptuous spread 

awaited them – a fitting Farewell Banquet for a week-long of competition, fun and 

camaraderie. 

 

EPILOGUE 

Several IBO-Firsts were achieved at IBO2012.  Internet access for each country was 

provided in the Jury Room.  Massage chairs (manufactured by a Singapore company, OSIM) 

were provided for the Jury members in the Jury room – these were proclaimed a big hit by all 

those who had weary bodies from the long hours of translation work!  Reusable insulated 

mugs, personalized with names of the Jury members and Observers were provided so as to 

make the IBO2012 a ‘green’ IBO.  Monogrammed souvenir towels were given to all 

participants.  Wireless ‘clickers’ were provided to each country for electronic voting – a 

simple and painless way to collate votes for debated issues. 

Several newspaper articles were published in the national English newspapers, The 

Straits Times, about the IBO2012 just prior to the event (May 25th 2012: Appendix 5), during 

the IBO itself (July 10th 2012, Opening Ceremony: Appendix 6) and at the end of the whole 

IBO (July 15th 2012, Closing Ceremony and Results: Appendix 7). 

After the IBO2012, two articles were published in September 2012 about the event:  

(1) NIE News (Appendix 8) and, (2) NTU Link (Appendix 9).  In March 2013, 23 members of 

the 23rd IBO Organizing Committee were honoured by NTU with the Nanyang Award 2013 

for Teamwork (Appendix 10). 

 

************ 
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Program at a glance
Jury and Observers Students

Sunday, 8 July
Arrival & Registration  (NUS & NIE/NTU)

Monday, 9 July
Opening Ceremony (Nanyang Auditorium/NTU)

Vetting of Practical Tasks 
(Sports Hall/NIE)

Review of Lab Equipment &  
Visit to NTU  (SBS/NTU)
Ice-breakers  (PGPR/NUS)

Tuesday, 10 July
Excursion: 
NEWater Plant & Jurong Bird Park 

Practical Tasks  (Labs/NIE)
Social Night  (PGPR/NUS)

Wednesday, 11 July
Vetting of Theory Questions
(Sports Hall/NIE)

Excursion: Visit to NUS, Jurong Bird 
Park & NEWater Plant

Thursday, 12 July
Excursion: Visit to A*Star & 
Underwater World (Sentosa)

Theoretical Tests 
(Gym/NIE)

Bhangra Night (The Triangle/NIE)

Friday, 13 July
Coordinators’ Meeting (Sports Hall/NIE)
Excursion: Peranakan & National 
Museums

Excursion: Visit to A*Star & 
Underwater World (Sentosa)
Team Building: Kite-making Workshop

Special Activity: Kite-flying & Marina Barrage Tour

Saturday, 14 July
Checking & Finalisation of Marks 
(Sports Hall/NIE)

Excursion: Singapore Zoo

Closing Ceremony  (Nanyang Auditorium/NTU)
Farewell Dinner (Raffles Marina)

Sunday, 15 July
Farewell & Departures

1

A*STAR: Agency for Science, Technology and Research
NIE: National Institute of Education, NTU
NTU: Nanyang Technological University 
NUS: National University of Singapore 
PGPR: Prince George’s Park Residences, NUS 
UWS: Underwater World Singapore
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Opening Ceremony
Monday, 9 July 2012, 9.45am

9.45am Arrival of Guest-of-Honour
His Excellency Dr Tony Tan Keng Yam
President of the Republic of Singapore

Competitors’ March-past

Opening of Event 

Address by Chairpersons of IBO2012 Organising 
Committee
• Associate Professor Shirley Lim
• Associate Professor Lim Tit Meng

Address by Chairman of IBO Coordinators
• Associate Professor Poonpipope Kasemsap

Oath by Competitors’ Representative

Oath by Representative of International Jury

Cultural Performances

12.00pm End of Ceremony 

Closing Ceremony
Saturday, 14 July 2012, 3.30pm

3.30pm Arrival of Guest-of-Honour
Ms Chan Lai Fung
Permanent Secretary (Education Policy)
Ministry of Education

Video of IBO Highlights

Closing Remark by Chairman of IBO Coordinators
• Associate Professor Poonpipope Kasemsap

Closing Address by Chairpersons of IBO2012 
Organising Committee
• Associate Professor Shirley Lim
• Associate Professor Lim Tit Meng

Cultural Performances

Presentation of Award for Video Competition

Prize Presentation for IBO2012 Competition

Handing-over of IBO Cup & Flag

Invitation Speech by Host of IBO2013

Closing Performance

6.00pm End of Ceremony 

Program
23rd International Biology Olympiad Opening and Closing Ceremonies 

Nanyang Auditorium, Nanyang Technological University

Location of Nanyang Auditorium,  
Nanyang Technological University (NTU)

2
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About the IBO
The International Biology Olympiad (IBO) is a competition for secondary school students.  
Their skills in tackling biological problems, and dealing with biological experiments are 
tested. Interest in biology, inventiveness, creativity and perseverance are necessary.  In 
bringing together gifted students, the IBO tries to challenge and stimulate these students 
to expand their talents and to promote their career as scientists.

A very important point is bringing together young people from over the world in an open, 
friendly and peaceful mind.  Every participating country sends four students, who are the 
winners of the respective national competitions.  They are accompanied by two team 
leaders who represent the country.

The IBO began in 1990 with six countries participating and held in Olomouc, Czechoslovakia 
(now Czech Republic).  Singapore started as an observer country at the 11th IBO in Turkey 
(2000), and has competed every year since the 12th IBO held in Belgium, Brussels (2001).  
Singapore is proud to be the host for the 23rd International Biology Olympiad and welcomes 
participants from over 60 countries to our island nation.

To learn more about the IBO, visit the website of the Coordinating Centre of the International 
Biology Olympiad at www.ibo-info.org.  The website of IBO 2012 Singapore is at  
www.ibo2012.org. 

IBO 2012 Singapore
Patron   Dr Tony Tan Keng Yam, President of Singapore

Official Name  The 23rd International Biology Olympiad, Singapore

Abbreviated Name IBO 2012 Singapore

Duration   Sunday, 8th July to Sunday, 15th July, 2012

Supported by  Ministry of Education, Singapore

Co-organized by  National Institute of Education

   Nanyang Technological University

   National University of Singapore

 
The Republic of Singapore is an island nation at the southern tip of the Malay Peninsula in South-East Asia.  Its 
population of over five million form a diverse cross-section of cultures, with Chinese, Malay and Indian cultures 
representing the major groups.  This brings plenty of diversity to Singapore, in terms of language, religion, heritage, 
and of course, our national obsession, food.  A former British colony, English is the language of education, business 
and government, and many public areas have additional signs in Mandarin, Malay and Tamil.  Although only 710 
square kilometres in area and highly urbanized, Singapore has several relatively large nature reserves and other 
pockets of wildlife, and takes pride in infusing greenery throughout the 'Garden City'.

4
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Welcome Message
From Singapore, a tiny tropical island smaller than most big cities in the world, we 
extend to all friends, colleagues and participants of the 23rd International Biology 
Olympiad (IBO) a very warm and big welcome to our Garden City!

Over the period of 8th – 15th July, we shall continue the spirit of IBO in celebrating 
some of the world’s most promising secondary biology students, through a unique 
event designed to encourage and challenge exceptionally gifted young talents.

IBO 2012 is organized mainly by a team of professors and support staff from the 
National Institute of Education (NIE) at the Nanyang Technological University (NTU), 
and the Department of Biological Sciences at the National University of Singapore 
(NUS) as well as some other academic and administrative staff members from 
various departments in NTU and NUS.  The efforts are strongly supported by our 
Ministry of Education in the form of professional administrative alliance as well as 
financial grant.

During the IBO week, participants will be housed in the NUS campus, while jury 
members will be staying in the NTU campus.  The IBO theory and practical tasks will 
be conducted at the NIE.  NTU and NUS are the oldest universities in Singapore and 
each has its own unique characteristics.  NTU is situated in a rather hilly terrain at 
the western part of Singapore, whereas NUS is on Kent Ridge at the south-western 
part of the country.  Both campuses enjoy lush greenery landscape befitting our 
Garden City image.

Singapore is well known as a favourite tourist destination with a very efficient 
airport that ranks among the best in the world.  It is also known as a food and 
shoppers’ paradise.  Visitors can expect a very vibrant and multiracial social tapestry 
that makes Singapore unique.  While the IBO is a platform for friendly competition, 
we welcome all to come and enjoy the many surprises that our tiny nation offers 
and befriend our people of different ethnicity, many of whom can speak at least two 
languages and are good at making visitors feel at home.

We shall have engaging fun amidst the tough roles as participants and jury members.  
We shall work hard and play hard.  We shall also grow our friendship and share our 
love for biology!

Dr Shirley LIM and Dr LIM Tit Meng

Associate Professors
Co-chairpersons, IBO 2012 Organising Committee
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Dr LIM Tit Meng

Dr Shirley LIM
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About the IBO 2012 Logo
The IBO 2012 Logo was designed to represent the spirit of the International 
Biology Olympiad and embody a sense of the host country’s unique relationship 
with nature.  The logo’s principal colour is the bold red closely associated with 
Singapore, affectionately known as 'the little red dot' in reference to its appearance 
on the world map.  In the national flag, red symbolises ‘universal brotherhood and 
equality’, a sentiment in common with the IBO's aims.

The letters 'I-B-O' have three iconic images superimposed.  The DNA double-helix 
over the letter 'I' symbolises the molecular and cell biology, microbiology and 
biochemistry disciplines.  At the very core of life, DNA is the underlying unity within 
the diversity of all living things.  These disciplines also form the core of modern 
Life Science industry that Singapore has made a strategic pillar of growth in its 
economy, investing heavily in pure and applied research, and manufacturing sectors 
to become a major research hub in this arena.

The letter 'B' has a Sunda Pangolin or Malayan Pangolin (Manis javanica) ambling 
through, and represents the animal functional morphology and ecology aspects 
of the competition.  Also known as the scaly anteater, this native mammal of the 
order Pholidota inhabits the Central Nature Reserves, Western Catchment Area and 
the larger offshore islands.  This nocturnal animal gets its name from the Malay 
language word, pengguling, which means "something that rolls up".  This it will do 
when sleeping or threatened. Manis javanica can be found widely distributed in 
Southeast Asia.

The letter 'O' features the Singapore Rhododendron (Melastoma malabathricum), 
also known as the Straits Rhododendron which signifies the fields of plant diversity, 
anatomy, and physiology.  It is not really a rhododendron but belongs to the family 
Melastomataceae and is distributed across tropical Asia.  Known in Malay as the 
Sendudok, parts of the plant are consumed as remedies for various gastrointestinal 
ailments.  The seeds stain the tongue black (Melastoma is Greek for 'black mouth').  
Although a very common native species in Singapore’s nature reserves and also seen 
around disused clearings or cleared land, it lacks the celebrity status of orchids, of 
which Singapore is a major worldwide exporter.  The Vanda Miss Joaquim, a hybrid 
orchid cultivar, is Singapore’s national flower.

6

On the Cover
Featured on the cover and on the back of the IBO 2012 
T-shirt is the Sunda Slow Loris (Nycticebus coucang), also 
known as the Greater Slow Loris. A nocturnal and arboreal 
primate native to Singapore and the region, this protected 
species is listed as 'Vulnerable' and threatened by habitat 
loss and the illegal pet trade.
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Student Competitors
ARGENTINA
Lucas Santiago Harte
Bruno Hernández Cravero
Ignacio Alfredo Iglesias 
Grasso
Juan Manuel Pérez Bertoldi

ARMENIA
Vahagn Gevorgyan
Davit Ghazaryan
Vardges Tserunyan
Robert Yeghikyan

AUSTRALIA
Hannah Mugford
Nicholas Rosa
Janelle San Juan
Jennifer Volaric

AZERBAIJAN
Tamerlan Bayramov
Nizami Hashimli
Elmar Mammadli
Izzat Mammedov

BELARUS
Uladzimir Hrynevich
Katsiaryna Maskalenka
Aliaksandr Syradoyeu
Uladzislau Tsiareshchanka

BELGIUM
Hadrien Desmecht
Axelle Hue
Lisa Kinget
Nicolas Willekens

BRAZIL
Luís Arthur Brasil Gadelha  
  Farias
Anderson De Sousa Jorge
Andressa Gomes Sales
Tiago Lubiana Alves

BULGARIA
Angelina Bankovska
Vladimir Milov
Lazar Mitrov
Viktoriya Stancheva

CANADA
Run Ze Cao
Aishi Jiang
Jenessa Kerr
Fang (Ivy) Wu

CHINA
Ao Dong
Shuaixin He
Anran Li
Yihao Zhang

CHINESE TAIPEI
Chun-Shiang Chan
Ching-Pin Cheng
Ming-Hsuan Lu
Yuan Wang

CYPRUS
Eleftherios Alapais
Alexandros Maliotis
Christos Miliotis
Soteris Soteriades

CZECH REPUBLIC
Quang Hiep Bui
Lenka Čurnová
Holcová Magdalena
Eva Vojáčková

DENMARK
Pernille Frendorf
Frederik H. V. Holck
Majken L. Jessen
Jesper B. Levring

ESTONIA
Anu Ainsaar 
Eva-Lotta Käsper
Erik Tamre
Jaan Toots

FINLAND
Iris Levonen
Santeri Maatsola
Veera Partanen
Jussi Penttinen

GEORGIA
Nanuli Gvazava
Guram Lobzhanidze
Saba Oboladze
Nika Sabashvili

GERMANY
Clara Bultmann
Martina Heller
Christian Vahlensieck
Anna Laura Wittek

GREECE
Eirini Konstantinidou
Effrosyni-Chrysoula-Nikoleta 
Koronaiou
Agapi-Maria Rissaki
Konstantinos Samaras-Tsakiris

HUNGARY
Viktória Fésüs
Tamás Hézső
Noémi Országh
Petra Eva Szili

INDIA
Deepa Jain
Apeksha Mittal
Pritish Patil
Sharvil Thatte

INDONESIA
Rhogerry Deshycka
Lindy Dharmawan
Assifa Nur Hisana
Kezia Stevanie Tanfriana

IRAN
Shahriar Faghani
Masih Falahatian
Alireza Majd
Andisheh Talaei

ITALY
Giorgio Bianchini
Alessandro Di Fabio
Aldo Gorga
Simone Potenti

JAPAN
Taiga Araki
Tomohiro Maeda
Natsumi Noda
Kazuki Yoda

KAZAKHSTAN
Azamat Aidanov
Kuan Aslan
Aidos Kuatov
Nurislam Yeshenkulov

KOREA
Jie Won Kang
Hyun Gyu Kim
Jeong Ho Park
Byung Jun Woo

KUWAIT
Mudhhi Alenezi
Betool Aljadi
Maznah Almutairi
Laila Buabbas

KYRGYZSTAN
Sanzhar Isakunov
Aitkul Sagynova
Akmal Sydykov
Tilek Tashmatov

LATVIA
Karlis Jermacans
Maris Serzans
Mihails Sisovs
Martins Vaivads

LITHUANIA
Paulius Alaburda
Jurga Mituzaite
Irmantas Mogila
Martyna Petrulyte

MEXICO
Cristina Alejandre
Gustavo Hernandez
Eugenio Pérez-Molphe
Paola Sansón

MOLDOVA
Esanu Casandra
Papimeri Dumitru
Bivol Sergiu
Solovei Valeria

MONGOLIA
Purevsuren Erdenebat
Ariungoo Ganbat
Chinkhuu Ikhbayar
Mashbayar Sukhbat

MONTENEGRO
Nebojsa Boskovic
Marko Pejatovic
Mirko Pejatovic
Janko Zekovic

NETHERLANDS
Tim Coorens
Kyra Defourny
Han Mertens
Laura van Schijndel
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NEW ZEALAND
Richard Chou
Edward (Eddie) McTaggart
Evelyn Qian
SuMin Yoon

NIGERIA
Opeoluwa Adewale
Oludowole Emmanuel
Ezeigbo Ivan
Nwankpa Princewill

PAKISTAN
Obaidullah 
Hassaan Mirza
Hafsa Shahab
Usama Tahir

POLAND
Xavier Dobrzanski
Michal Kania
Hubert Majcherski
Dawid Mehlich

ROMANIA
Laura Alexandra Antonaru
Alexandru Cristian Bolundut
Roxana Gabriela Sandu
Victor Serban

RUSSIA
Alexander Kostyuk
Viktoriya Lavrenova
Dmitry Sutormin
Dmitry Travin

SINGAPORE
Yuan Wei Lim
Haitong Mao
Nol Swaddiwudhipong
Hui Ting Zhang

SLOVAKIA
Alzbeta Hararova
Silvia Hnatova
Stefan Moravcik
Filip Nemcko

SLOVENIA
Neža Alič
Anže Godicelj
Domen Kampjut
Manca Potočnik

SOUTH AFRICA
Parisha Juta
Lerato Motjopi
Vikar Singh
Grayson Lea Vadival

SPAIN
David Benito Merino
Francisco José Cárceles  
  Moreno
José Carlos Dorado Fajardo
Fernando Senovilla Sanz

SRI LANKA
Janidu Gunarathna
Dilhara Rodrigo
Pramith Ruwanpathirana
Prasan Warnakula

SWEDEN
Viggo Barmen
Erik Flinth
Samuel Nilsson
Carl Swedenborg

SWITZERLAND
Gaétan Colussi
Jlonca Gosztonyi
Samuel Tschopp
Rino Vicini

THAILAND
Methawi Chomthong
Paween Kleawpiya
Puwanat Sangkhapreecha
Araya Taphangphun

TURKEY
Busra Nur Delikkaya
Sencer Goklemez
Turan Kaya
Akile Ebrar Mirat

TURKMENISTAN
Sylapberdi Bayjanov
Nurgeldi Bazarov
Guvanch Charyyev
Bayram Sehetdurdyyev

UKRAINE
Vladyslav Bondarenko
Olena Fedonyuk
Veronika Kedlian
Vitalii Kleshchevnikov

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
Saif Alhammadi
Tareq Alkhanzoori
Mohhamed Alnawa
Abdullah Alqaydi

UNITED KINGDOM
Oliver Adams
Freddie Dyke
Joshua Hodgson
Robert Starley

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Nikhil Buduma
Lei Ding
Jing Liu
Kevin Ma

UZBEKISTAN
Barno Abrorova
Edgora Khodjaeva
Mokhira Tokhirova
Aleksey Tsoy

VIETNAM
Nguyen Thi Hai Anh
Nguyen Thi Ngoc Hong
Tran Duc Huy
Nguyen Thu Trang
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Jury and Observers
ARGENTINA
María Isabel Ortiz
Matías Santiago Pellegrino

ARMENIA
Gayane Ghukasyan
Hripsime Matevosyan

AUSTRALIA
Mary Oliver
Patricia Illing
Morgan Sheridan

AZERBAIJAN
Nizam Mehdizada
Fatih Himmetoglu

BELARUS
Natalia Maximova
Galina Romanovets

BELGIUM
Gérard Cobut
Hugo Vandendries
Emilie Etoundi
Louis De Vos
Marleen van Strydonck

BRAZIL
Rubens Akeshi Macedo Oda

BULGARIA
Albena Jordanova
Snezhanka Tomova

CANADA
Robert Roddie
Mireille Delisle-Oldham

CHINA
Qianjin Liang
Liumin Fan
Hongjun Li
Jian Wang

CHINESE TAIPEI
David Chao
Shu-Chuan Hsiao
Shih-Chung Chang
Kuei-Shu Tung
Chin-Hsu Chen
Tsui-hua Liu
Ying Wang

CYPRUS
Michael Madjineophytou
Nikolas Genethliou

CZECH REPUBLIC
Jan Černý
Petr Šípek
Tomáš Soukup

DENMARK
Kirsten Wøldike
Birthe Zimmermann
Annika Büchert Lindberg
Jens Mogens Olesen
Neel Holm Møller

ESTONIA
Sulev Kuuse
Sulev Ingerpuu
Maarja Soomann

FINLAND
Tuomas Aivelo
Pinja Jaspers

GEORGIA
Ekaterine Bakuradze
Irina Modebadze
Nana Barnaveli

GERMANY
Susanne Behrens-Kneip
Dennis Kappei
Christiane Mühle

GREECE
Demetrios Arvanitis
Panagiotis Stasinakis

HUNGARY
Sandor Ban
Márton Rózsa
Viktória Gál

INDIA
Venugopala Balaji
Dharmendra Shah
Anupama Ronad
Anindya Sinha

INDONESIA
Agus Dana Permana
Sucipto Hariyanto
Ramadhani Eka Putra
Fenryco Pratama
Putri Dwi Utari
Soelaksono 

IRAN
Saman Hosseinkhani
Hossein Lari Yazdi
Elaheh Alavi
Nima Hafezi Nejad

ITALY
Anna Pascucci
Isabella Marini
Alessio Capobianco

JAPAN
Ryoichi Matsuda
Junichi Saito
Masahiro Suzuki
Misako Mizuno
Makoto Okuno
Hiroshi Wada
Takahiro Asami
Masami Hasegawa
Harushi Nakajima
Noboru Sasagawa

KAZAKHSTAN
Amangeldy Bissenbayev
Sara Kudabayeva

KOREA
Heui Baik Kim
Jae Geun Kim
Eun Hee Cho
Hawk Bin Kwon
Young Joon Shin
Kyung Il Kim
Im Jung Choi

KUWAIT
Mohammad Abbas
Ghadeer Khedadeh
Noura Aljabri

KYRGYZSTAN
Aigul Akhmatova
Ainagul Osmonalieva

LATVIA
Agnese Kokina
Maruta Kusina
Janis Liepins

LITHUANIA
Andrius Petrasiunas
Julius Juodakis
Paulius Tamosiunas

MEXICO
Cristina Revilla
Guadalupe Vidal

MOLDOVA
Lesanu Mihai
Goras Mariana

MONGOLIA
Oyungerel Shagjjav
Bayarmaa Jambalsuren
Oyuntsetseg Dashzeveg

MONTENEGRO
Andrej Perovic
Stana Sanja Kaludjerovic
Zeljko Jacimovic

NETHERLANDS
Ange Taminiau
Eva Deinum
Roel Baars
Hans Morélis

NEW ZEALAND
Christine (Chris) Corser
Simon De Jong
Angela Sharples
Alison Campbell

NIGERIA
Jonathan Ogidi
Betty Are
Ezekpeazu Chukwunwike
Ogidi Comfort
Ogunbunmi Isaac
Ochu Onyeke

PAKISTAN
Zahid Mukhtar
Aamir Ali

POLAND
Magda Sobolewska
Piotr Bebas

ROMANIA
Alexandra Simon-Gruita
Georgiana Duta Cornescu

RUSSIA
Alexander Rubtsov
Vladimir Pasechnik
Galina Belyakova
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SINGAPORE
Beverly Goh
Ngan Kee Ng
Wee Beng Tay
Choon Kook Sam

SLOVAKIA
Pavol Elias
Miroslava Slaninova
Peter Fedor

SLOVENIA
Katja Ota
Tatjana Durmič

SOUTH AFRICA
Sooklachar Naidoo
Millicent Moraka Ngoasheng

SPAIN
José Luis Barba Gutiérrez
Javier Fernández-Portal Díaz  
  del Río
Elena González Pérez
Alvaro Lafuente Romero

SRI LANKA
Hiran Amarasekera
Horadigala Nandadasa
Jayantha Wijeyaratne

SWEDEN
Lena Lundquist
Mats Carlberg
Ulf Larsson

SWITZERLAND
Fabian Egli
Adeline Colussi
Daniel Wegmann
Irène Steinegger-Meier
Marco Gerber
Marlis Zbinden

THAILAND
Teerapong Buaboocha
Noppadon Kittana
Poonpipope Kasemsap
Pitiwong Tantichodok
Orasa Choosakul
Supachittra Chadchawan

TURKEY
Cumhur Cokmus
Irfan Kandemir
Sertac Onde

TURKMENISTAN
Shevki Aydin
Ogulsapar Nazarova
Agajan Atadurdyyev

UKRAINE
Nataliia Skrypnyk
Svitlana Fitsailo
Oleksandr Tsarenko

UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES
Eman Alkabe
Khalid Abdallah Bin Dawood
Ismael Alhosane

UNITED KINGDOM
Andrew Treharne
Bill Burnett
Neil Richards
David Rigby

UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA
Kathy Frame
Clark Gedney

UZBEKISTAN
Mukambar Mukhamedova
Shakhnoza Gaziyeva
Barno Akhmedova
Vasila Mamatqulova
Samira Zakirova

VIETNAM
Mai Sy Tuan
Dinh Doan Long
Phuong Phu Cong
Pham Van Lap
Le Dinh Tuan
Duong Minh Lam
Nguyen Quang Huy
Nguyen Manh Ha
Tran Thi Thanh Xuan

NON-COMPETING COUNTRY
LIECHTENSTEIN
Michael Jutzi (Observer)
Matthias Gappisch (Observer)

OBSERVER COUNTRIES
COSTA RICA
Shirley Camacho
   

AFGHANISTAN   
(yet to confirm at the time of printing)

BANGLADESH    
(yet to confirm at the time of printing)

MALAYSIA         
(yet to confirm at the time of printing)
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8 JULY 2012 SUNDAY

Meal:   Dinner (VLS)
Style:   Sit-down, Chinese Cuisine
Venue:  Executive Cafe, NTU

Slice Abalone Combination Cold Dish
Fish Maw Thick Soup
Steamed Grouper in Hong Kong Style
Stewed Herbal Ginseng Chicken
Stir-fried Scallop & Celery in XO Sauce
Sautéed Black Mushroom with Spinach
Fried Rice with Prawn wrapped in Lotus 
Leaf
Honey Dew Sago 

9 July 2012 MONDAY

Meal:   Breakfast (H)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:  NIE Rainforest Cafe

Steamed Soon Kueh (Steamed dumpling made 
of tapioca flour with shredded bamboo shoots, 
jicama, dried mushrooms)
Assorted Fruit Cake
Cheese Donut
Assorted Finger Sandwiches
Coffee & Tea
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:   Lunch (H)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:  NTU Nanyang Auditorium

Singapura Mee Siam with Gravy (thin rice 
noodles (vermicelli) in spicy, sweet and sour light 
gravy)
Mantou (steamed bread) with Teo Chew 
Braised Duck & Fish Otak (Spicy Fish Cake)
Chef’s mixed Fruit Cocktail Salad
Potato Salad
Indonesian Butter Chicken
Ginger Crusted Fish with Lemon Mustard
Battered Oat Prawn with Curry Leaves
Traditional Chicken Cottage Pie 
Brocolli, Cauliflower & Carrot in Herbs 
Nonya Stewed Mixed Vegetables
Rocky Shrimp Croquette
Fragrant Olive & Mushroom Rice
Selectin of Fruit Mochi (Melon, Pineapple, 
Yam and Strawberry)
Selection of English Tea Cakes (Mango 
Tango, Classic Blueberry and Fragrant Pandan)
Selection of Pastries Melange (Chocolate 
Éclair and Snowy Cream Puff) 
Tropical Fruit Punch
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:   Afternoon Tea (SH)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:  NIE, Outside Jury Room

Chocolate Muffin
Samosa (fried or baked pastry with a savory 
filling such as spiced potatoes, onion)
Fried Bee Hoon (rice vermicelli)
Fruits
Brewed Coffee/Tea
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Dinner (VH)
Style:  Buffet, Malay Cuisine
Venue:  NIE, Rainforest Cafe

Briyani Rice (Basmati rice flavoured with spices)
Roti Jala (kirai) (crepe)
Chicken Kurma
Briyani Masala Mutton
Sweet and Sour Fish
Mashed Potato with Cauliflower
Sautéed Mixed Vegetables
Cucumber with Pineapple Salad
Sotong Ball Sambal (squid-meat balls in chili 
based sauce)
Mixed Fruit Cocktail
Lime Cordial
Teh tarik (“Tarik” literally means “pull”,  pouring 
the tea back and forth in two vessels to create a 
thick frothy top)
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Supper (SH) 
Style:  Buffet
Venue:   NIE, Outside Jury Room

Strawberry Roll,  Mini Hot Dog Bun
Red Bean Soup (sweet dessert, served warm)
Fruits, Brewed Coffee/Tea
 

10 JULY 2012 TUESDAY

Meal:   Breakfast (H)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:   NIE, Rainforest Cafe 

Assorted Danish Pastries
Chicken & Shrimp Siew Mai (Cantonese-
styled meat dumpling)
Assorted Nonya Kueh (local cakes)
Assorted Mini Burger Sandwiches
Coffee & Tea
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Lunch (VH)
Style:  Packed
Venue:   Jurong Bird Park 

BENTO SET:
Pandan-flavoured (Screwpine) Rice
Breaded Fish
Broccoli and Carrot 
Potato Wedges
Apple
Dessert
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Afternoon Snack (H)
Style:  Packed
Venue:   Jurong Bird Park

Banana Muffin
Apple Juice
Chips
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Dinner (H)
Style:  Buffet, Chinese Cuisine
Venue:   NIE, Rainforest Cafe 

Cucumber, Tomato, Carrot & Green Salad 
with Traditional Sauce
Chicken Served With Black Pepper Sauce 
Baby Kai Lan with Young Corn in Crabmeat 
Sauce
Fillet Fish with Asparagus & Mushroom
Squid with Homemade Chili 
Steamed Tiger Prawn with Chinese Herbs
Freshly made Steam Crystal Bun
Braised Tofu with Crabmeat Sauce
Traditional Mushroom Rice 
Dessert (Double Boiled Longan, Red Date,  
White Fungus & Lotus Seed)
Fruit Punch

11 JULY 2012 WEDNESDAY

Meal:  Breakfast (H)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:   NIE, Rainforest Cafe 

Steamed Crystal Bun (Steamed dumpling 
made of tapioca flour with shredded bamboo 
shoots, jicama, dried mushrooms)
Yam (Taro) Cake
Swiss Roll
Samosa
Assorted Muffin
Coffee & Tea
---------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Morning Tea (SH)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:  NIE, Outside Jury Room

Banana Cake
Curry Puff
Sesame Glutinous Rice Ball
Fruits
Brewed Coffee/Tea
---------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Lunch (VH)
Style:  Buffet, Malay Cuisine
Venue:   NIE, Rainforest Cafe 

Sayur Lodeh (vegetables in coconut milk soup, 
contains shrimps)
Lontong (compressed rice wrapped in banana 
leaf)
Grilled Chicken Wing
Sambal Sotong (squid in chili sauce)
Otah Otah (spicy fish cake)
Telur Belada (hard-boiled eggs in gravy)
Mee Goreng (fried noodles)
Nasi Pandan (rice cooked with screwpine leaf)
Bundung Drink (rose syrup cordial)
---------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Afternoon Tea (SH)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:   NIE, Outside Jury Room

Fried Popiah (vegetable roll)
Assorted Sandwiches
Fruits
Brewed Coffee/Tea
---------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Dinner (H)
Style:  Buffet, Indian Cuisine
Venue:   NIE, Rainforest Cafe 

Samosa
Chicken Curry 
Fish Masala (fish in onions & tomatoes gravy)
Aloo Gobi (potatoes and cauliflower)
Chana Masala (chick peas)
Palak Paneer (spinach with cottage cheese)
Naan Bread
Saffron Rice
Raita (yoghurt with cucumber)
Suji Halwa (semolina pudding)
Lime Juice
---------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Supper (SH)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:  NIE, Outside Jury Room

Short Cake Muffin
Donut
Green Bean Soup (sweet dessert, served warm)
Fruits
Brewed Coffee/Tea

Daily Menu for Jury and Observers (subject to change)

KEY

V Vegetarian options 
provided

L Late dinner available  
until 2100h, limited number

S Snacks (biscuits, nuts, fruits, 
instant beverages, instant 
cereals, instant noodles 
available upon request) 

H Halal meal
N  No pork, no lard
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12 JULY 2012 THURSDAY

Meal:  Breakfast (H)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:   NIE, Rainforest Cafe 

Donut
Assorted Nonya Kueh (local cakes)
Chwee Kueh (steamed rice cakes topped with 
savoury radish)
Assorted Finger Sandwiches
Coffee & Tea
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Lunch (H)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:   A*Star
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Afternoon Snack (H)
Style:  Packed
Venue:   Underwater World Sentosa

Butter Cake 
Apple Juice
Chips
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Dinner (N)
Style:  Buffet, BBQ Style
Venue:   NIE, Triangle 

Singapore-style Satay Mee Hoon (rice 
vermicelli) 
Garlic Bread Toasts
Honey Chicken Wings
Black Pepper Fish Fillets
Peranakan Chicken Satay (meat on skewers)
Defu Chilli Crab Otah Otah (spicy fish cake)
Teochew-style Beef Stew
Butter Garlic Prawns
Sambal (chili sauce) Stingray 
Buttered Sweet Corn
Shitake Mushroom on Skewers
Coleslaw
Roti Prata (fried flour-based pancake pancake - 
Plain, Egg, Cheese)
Mix Fruits Cocktail 
Coke
Green Tea

13 JULY 2012 FRIDAY

Meal:  Breakfast (H)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:   NIE, Rainforest Cafe 

Fried Carrot Cakes (fried radish cake in dark 
sauce)
Turnip Fritter 
Sesame Ball
Éclair
Coffee & tea
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Morning Tea (SH)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:  NIE, Outside Jury Room

Fruit Tartlet
Tuna Puff
Walnut & Brownies Cake
Fruits
Brewed Coffee/Tea
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Lunch (VH)
Style:  Buffet, Fusion cuisine
Venue:   NIE, Rainforest Cafe 

Boneless Chicken served with Black 
Pepper Sauce
Pink Dory Fish Fillet served with 
Mediterranean Sauce 
Squid with Homemade Chili served on a 
Bed Of Banana Leaf 
Baby Kai Lan with Baby Corn served with 
Crabmeat Sauce 
Thai Style Hot & Spicy Sautéed Prawn Ball 
Rendang Mutton (spicy mutton)
Miniature Pomegranate (fried seafood 
dumpling)
Cold Cheng Teng (sweet dessert made from a 
variety of grains)
Peach Tea 
Fruits
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Afternoon Snack (H)
Style:  Packed
Venue:   Museum

Apple Almond Bun
Orange Juice
Chips
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Dinner (V)
Style:  Sit-down, Chinese
Venue:   Marina Barrage

Steamboat 
(A simmering pot of stock at the center of the 
dining table. While the hot pot is kept simmering, 
ingredients are placed into the pot and are cooked 
at the table. Typical hot pot dishes include thinly 
sliced meat, leafty vegetables, mushrooms and 
seafood.  The cooked food is usually eaten with a 
dipping sauce).

14 JULY 2012 SATURDAY

Meal:  Breakfast (H)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:   NIE, Rainforest Cafe 

Assorted Mini Bun 
Pound Cake
Steamed Rice Cake
Curry Puff
Chicken Char Siew Sou (pastry)
Swiss Roll
Coffee & Tea
………………………………………….
Meal:  Morning Tea (H)
Venue:  NIE, Outside Jury Room

Blueberry Jam Tart
Mini Egg Tart
Pandan (Screwpine) Roll
Fruit
……………………………………………..
Meal:  Lunch (HV)
Style:  Buffet, Peranakan  
 (Straits-Chinese) Cuisine
Venue:   NIE, Rainforest Cafe 

D.I.Y Kueh Pai Ti with Condiments (thin and 
crispy pastry tart shell filled with a spicy, sweet 
mixture of thinly sliced vegetables and prawns)
Signature Nonya Laksa (rice noodles in 
rich coconut gravy, Nonya refers to Peranakan 
women)
Nonya Fried Rice 
Ayam Buah Kaluak (chicken pieces with nuts 
from the kepayang tree to produce a rich sauce)
Chicken Ngoh Hiang (five spices spring roll)
Nonya Chap Chye (mixed vegetables) with 
Black Mushroom
Udang Woku (deep-fried prawns with garlic 
and ginger)
Grilled Dory with Sambal (chili sauce) 
Bo Bo Cha Cha (dessert - sweet potato and taro 
in coconut milk)
Assorted Nonya Kueh (local cakes)
Freshly Squeezed Lime Juice
………………………………………….
Meal:  Dinner (N)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:   Raffles Marina

Assorted Western Cold Cuts
Half Shell with Mussel
Prawn and Mango with Cocktail Sauce
Angular Salad with Chicken, Mango and 
Avocado
Tuna Salad
Clam Chowder Soup
Assorted Bread with Cheese Spread
Grilled Rosemary Chicken
German Sausages with Onion Sauce
Pan Fried Salmon on Ratatouille
Black Pepper Yakiniku Beef Udon (Japanese 
noodles)
Buttered Seasonal Spring Vegetables 
topped with Toasted Almonds
Roast Herb Potatoes
Irish Stew Lamb
Roast Beef with Pepper Sauce
Assorted Tropical Fresh Fruit
Crème Brûlée 
Mini Tiramisu
Mango with Pomelo
Chocolate Fondue
Ice Tea

15 JULY 2012 SUNDAY

Meal:  Breakfast (H)
Style:  Buffet, Malay Cuisine
Venue:   NIE, Rainforest Cafe 

Nasi  Lemak (coconut rice)
Deep Fried Groundnuts
Ikan Bilis (fried anchovies)
Egg
Cucumber
Coffee & Tea

KEY

V Vegetarian options 
provided

L Late dinner available  
until 2100h, limited number

S Snacks (biscuits, nuts, fruits, 
instant beverages, instant 
cereals, instant noodles 
available upon request) 

H Halal meal
N No pork, no lard
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Daily Menu for Student Competitors (subject to change)

BREAKFAST (VH)
9 - 15 July 2012

Style:   Canteen, variety of 
 dishes served
Venue:  PGPR
--------------------------------------------------

LUNCH (VH)
14 July 2012

Style:  Canteen, variety of 
 dishes served
Venue:  PGPR
--------------------------------------------------

DINNER (VH)
8 - 11 July 2012 

Style:   Canteen, variety of 
 dishes served
Venue:  PGPR

9 JULY 2012 MONDAY

Meal:   Lunch (H)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:  NTU Nanyang Auditorium

Singapura Mee Siam with Gravy (thin rice 
noodles (vermicelli) in spicy, sweet and sour light 
gravy)
Mantou (steamed bread) with Teo Chew 
Braised Duck & Fish Otak (Spicy Fish Cake)
Chef’s Mixed Fruit Cocktail Salad
Potato Salad
Indonesian Butter Chicken
Ginger Crusted Fish with Lemon Mustard
Battered Oat Prawn with Curry Leaves
Traditional Chicken Cottage Pie 
Brocolli, Cauliflower & Carrot in Herbs 
Nonya Stewed Mixed Vegetables
Rocky Shrimp Croquette
Fragrant Olive & Mushroom Rice
Selection of Fruit Mochi (Melon, Pineapple, 
Yam and Strawberry)
Selection of English Tea Cakes (Mango 
Tango, Classic Blueberry and Fragrant Pandan)
Selection of Pastries Melange (Chocolate 
Éclair and Snowy Cream Puff) 
Tropical Fruit Punch

10 JULY 2012 TUESDAY

Meal:   Morning tea (H)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:  Holding Room

Tuna and Egg Mayonnaise Sandwich
Chicken Pie
Banana Muffins
Apple Juice
Chocolate Milk
Snacks
------------------------------------------------------
Meal:   Lunch (V)
Style:  Packed
Venue:  Holding room

Coconut Rice
Omelette
Chicken Wing
Fish Cake
Lemonade
------------------------------------------------------
Meal:   Afternoon tea (H)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:  Holding room

Butter Cake
Apple Turnover
Muffins
Orange Juice
Chocolate Milk
Snacks
------------------------------------------------------

11 JULY 2012 WEDNESDAY

Meal:   Lunch (H)
Style:  Packed
Venue:  Jurong Bird Park

Bento Set:
Pandan-flavoured (Screwpine) Rice
Breaded Fish
Broccoli Carrot 
Potato Wedges
Apple
Dessert
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:   Afternoon Snack (H)
Style:  Packed
Venue:  NEWater

Butter Cake
Apple Juice
Chips
--------------------------------------------------------

12 JULY 2012 THURSDAY

Meal:   Morning Snack (VH)
Style:  Packed
Venue:  Exam Hall

Tomato, Chicken Ham, Cheese Sandwich
Chocolate Milk
Chocolate Snack
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Lunch (VH)
Style:  Buffet, Fusion Cuisine
Venue:   NIE, Rainforest Cafe 

Chef’s Garden Salad
Broccoli topped with Lychee 
Boneless Chicken with Mango Puree
Tiger Prawns & Green Apple
Fish Fillet with Asparagus, Bamboo Shoot
Baked Mussels in Garlic Butter
Spaghetti with Génoise Sauce
Stuffed Crab Pincer
Mini Eclair & Cream Puff
Fruit Punch
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:   Afternoon Snack (VH)
Style:  Packed
Venue:  Exam Hall

Chinese Po Lo (chicken filling) Bun 
Apple Juice
Chocolate Snack
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Dinner (N)
Style:  Buffet, BBQ Style
Venue:   NIE, Triangle 

Singapore-style Satay Mee Hoon (rice 
vermicelli) 
Garlic Bread Toasts
Honey Chicken Wings
Black Pepper Fish Fillets
Peranakan Chicken Satay (meat on skewers)
Defu Chilli Crab Otah Otah (spicy fish cake)
Teochew-style Beef Stew
Butter Garlic Prawns
Sambal (chili sauce) Stingray 
Butter Sweetcorn
Shitake Mushroom on Skewers
Coleslaw
Roti Prata (Fried flour-based pancake pancake - 
Plain, Egg, Cheese)
Coke
Green Tea
Mix Fruits Cocktail
--------------------------------------------------------

13 JULY 2012 FRIDAY

Meal:  Lunch (VH)
Style:  Packed 
Venue:   Underwater World Sentosa 

Chicken rice
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Afternoon Snack (H)
Style:  Packed
Venue:   Underwater World Sentosa

Apple Almond Bun
Orange Juice
Chips
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Dinner (VH)
Style:  Fastfood
Venue:   Marina Barrage
--------------------------------------------------------

14 JULY 2012 SATURDAY

Meal:  Morning Snack (VH)
Style:  Packed
Venue:   Singapore Zoo 

Chicken Ham, Cheese, Tuna Sandwich
Blueberry Muffin
Apple Juice
Snacks
--------------------------------------------------------
Meal:  Dinner (N)
Style:  Buffet
Venue:   Raffles Marina

Assorted Western Cold Cuts
Half Shell with Mussel
Prawn and Mango with Cocktail Sauce
Angular Salad with Chicken, Mango and 
Avocado
Tuna Salad
Clam Chowder Soup
Assorted Bread with Cheese Spread
Grilled Rosemary Chicken
German Sausages with Onion Sauce
Pan Fried Salmon on Ratatouille
Black Pepper Yakiniku Beef Udon (Japanese 
noodles)
Buttered Seasonal Spring Vegetables 
topped with Toasted Almonds
Roast Herb Potatoes
Irish Stew Lamb
Roast Beef with Pepper Sauce
Assorted Tropical Fresh Fruit
Crème Brûlée 
Mini Tiramisu
Mango with Pomelo
Chocolate Fondue
Ice Tea

KEY

V Vegetarian options 
provided

H Halal meal
N No pork, no lard

MEALS AT PGPR
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Daily Menu for Student Competitors (subject to change)
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SPONSORS
Agency for Science, Technology and  
Research (A*STAR)
Apollo Food Industries Sdn Bhd
Marshall Cavendish Education
OSIM International Ltd
Science Centre Singapore
Trek Technology (S) Pte Ltd

OTHER INSTITUTIONS
Jurong Bird Park
Marina Barrage
National Museum
NEWater Visitor Centre
Peranakan Museum
Singapore Zoo
The Singapore Institute of Biology
Underwater World Singapore

LOGISTICS, TEST 
PREPARATION & INVIGILATION 
Amuthavali d/o P. Periyasamy
ANG Lay Kheng
ANG, Benson
AU Sau Kheng
AUGUSTINE, Beryl
CHAN Li Ying
CHAN-CHUA Lee Kiang
CHEE Meng Teck
CHEN Jingyuan, Alvin
CHEONG Kim Fatt
CHEW Yuan Yuan
CHIA Soo Chin
CHIA, Veronica
CHIN Cheen Fei
CHIN Lan Shiang
CHOU Loke Ming (Professor)
CHOW Mei Lun
CHU Hye-Eun
CHUA Lee Kiang
FONG Wai Yee
FOONG Choy Mei
GOH Kok Liang
GOH Lay Ching
GOH Su Fen
GOH Ying Zheng, Charlene
HO Jiawen, Angela
HO Wah Chai
HO Yuan Shun

HOH Yin Kiong
Inderjit Kaur D/O Daljit Singh Dhaliwal
JEE, Stephanie
KEE Chay Hoon
KOH Hsing Dee
KOH, Wendy
LAI Chien Houng
LAM Wing Yee
LAU Chor Yam
LAW Sau King, Joanna
LEE Li Lian
LEE Xiu Wen
LENG Kuen Yong, Mobius
LI Hoi Leung (Associate Professor)
LIM Chee Sin, Lionel
LIM Eng Choo
LIM Poh Yeong, Daniel
LIM See Wai
LIM Siok Hiang, Susan
LIM Yian Hoon
LIM-ANG Ah Buan, Angela
LIOU Yih Cherng (Associate Professor)
LOO Meng Tiong, Alfred
Mahmud Bin Suntari
MATSUOKA, Takashi
Mohamad Yazid Bin Hassan
NEO Wei Chung, Gary
NG Han Jia, Justin
NG Su Ching, Joyce
Nurhidayah Binti Mohammad Ibrahim
ONG Huei Huey
ONG Pei Sze
ONG, Grace
PHUAN Siew Khoon
POH, Juliet
POON, Aileen
PUAH, Eileen
QUEK Wee Siong
Rosliza Bte Mohd Saat
S. Ravindran
Safuan Bin Jasmawi 
SANBHNANI, Sheru
SEAH, Charlene
SEOW Vui Yin
Siti Alimah Bte Aliyas
SU Linting, Theresa
Subha N
Subramaniam s/o Ramanathan (Associate 
Professor)
Suhaimi Bin Mohamed

SUNG Peir Yih
TALAUE, Frederick Toralballa
TAN Geok Suan
TAN Jee Hian, Allan 
TAN Kok Siang
TAN Seng Chong, Jason
TAN Suet Mien (Associate Professor)
TAN Wan Cheng
TAN Yii Hsien, Barnabas
TAN, Jennifer Ann
TAN, Joy
TANG Kok Sing
TEE Jie Kai
TENG Swee Hoon
TEO Shiyi
TEO Si Ni
THAM Luo Wan, Justine Elizabeth
THANG Oon Bee, Anthony
TIAN, Johann Shane
TOH Nguk Hwee, David
TONG Shaw Wei
WONG Kah Wan
WONG Yee Man, Cynthia
XU Liyuan
YAN Tie
YAN Yaw Kai (Associate Professor)
YANG Xiaoqing
YANG, Angel
YEE-LEE Say Guek, Anna 
YIM Chik Hong
YONG Wing Pin
YONG Yean Pin, Adeline
Zainah Bte Ismail
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VOLUNTEER GUIDES
BALASINGHAM, Anushanthy
CHAIRUL, Bob Norman
CHAN Hui Ying
CHAN Shu Ning
CHANDRA, Fidel
CHEE Huimin, Joyce
CHEN Hailan
CHEN Qianyi
CHEN Yunxuan
CHIN Zhihui
CHIU Chern
CHNG, Jeth
CHOO Jia Guang
CHOO, Chrislyn
CHUA Hui Lan
CHUA Puay Suan, Jasmine
CHUA Shu Xian, Serene
CHUA Wenting, Stephanie
EMOR, Christian
ERLAUT, Anugerah
FONG Wen Xuan
FOO Yongkuan
FOO, Sek Wei Sherman
GAN Xiao Xuan
GANARDI, Ray Fellix
GAO Xiangxi
GOH, Kylie

HAN Ming
HAN Xiaoxing
HO, Hilary 
JANARTHANAN, Siddharth 
JEBA KUMAR SELVIN, Jo Anna 
Pearl
JIA Huan
JONATAN, Patricia
KALAMOGAN, Hema
KAUR, Rajvinder
KHOO, Felicia
KHOO, Serene
KOH Choon Hwee
KUA Baohe
KWEOK, Karen 
LAN Chengcheng
LAU Hui Wen, Vanessa
LAU Yee Cheng
LAU, Sue-Ann
LEE Kai Xin
LEE Yueh Jia
LIEW, Tony
LIM Jing Hao, Jack
LIM Mei Jun, Joey
LIM Pei Wei
LIM Peiling
LIM Jia Sheng, Charlton
LIN Chien Hao

LIN Yuqun
LOH, Fiona
LOW, Aloysius
LUA MinFeng
MANIKANDAN, Yogeshwari 
Mardhih Bte Mansoor
Muhammad Hafiz Bin Ismail
Muhammad Hakimullah Bin 
Mohamed Ikbar
MULIJANTO, Caroline
MUNTIYARSO, Roswitha
NA Na
NAIR, Ramya
NG Hong Wai
NG Xin Mei
NG, Bixuan
NG, Wilson 
NIE Shikun
Nurul Attiqah Hussain
OH Wan Ling
ONG, Joel
PEH, Langston
PHUA Huijia
PNG Yan Ting
POH Wan Yee, Justina
PRADIPTA, Johanes Eldwin
SALAFI, Thoriq
SALIM, Veena

SEAH, Samantha 
SEE Chi Ee, Peter
SEOW, Deborah
SEOW, Ferlin
SIOW Jer Jian
TAN Huiying, Wynn
TAN Pengfei
TAN Yong Si
TAN, Eileen 
TEO Peijun
TOH Mei Gi
UTAMA, Diaz Adi
VANISHRI, Shirley 
VONG Weng Chan
WANGSACIPTALINGGA, Ivan
WONG XiaoYin, Ferny
WONG Shing Hei, Thomas 
YAN Yuan
YEAP Yoon Sheng
YING Fangting
ZAKARIA, Nur Diyana
ZHANG Menglan
ZHOU Jing
ZHOU Yanjun
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Location of Nanyang 
Auditorium,  Nanyang 
Technological University 
(NTU)
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Teams competing at the 23rd International Biology Olympiad, Singapore, 8-15 July 2012
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rd23  International

Biology Olympiad
Singapore, 8-15 July

All Day Arrival Hall
11:00 - 18:00 Registration NIE Blk 5
18:30 - 20:00 Welcome Dinner NTU

07:00 - 09:30 Extended Breakfast
10:00 Bus departs NIE Blk 1

11:00 - 12:00 Visit to NEWater Plant NEWater
13:00 - 16:30 Visit to Jurong Bird Park JBP

and Lunch
17:30 - 18:00 Meet with Competitors NIE
18:30 - 20:00 Dinner RF Café

RF Café

06:30 - 08:00 Breakfast
08:30 -   Late Vetting of Theoretical Tests NIE Blk 5

RF Café

07:00 - 09:30 Extended Breakfast
10:00 Bus departs NIE Blk 1

10:30 - 13:00 Visit to A*STAR & Lunch A*STAR
14:00 - 16:30 Visit to Underwater World UWS

17:30 Meet with Competitors NIE
17:30 - 22:30 Dinner & Bhangra Night NIE

RF Café
07:00 - 08:15 Breakfast RF Café

 08:45 Bus departs NIE Blk 1
09:45 - 12:00 Opening Ceremony NA, NTU
12:00 - 13:00 Lunch NA, NTU
13:30 -   Late Vetting of Practical Tests NIE

JJURY SCHEDULE

Sunday, 8 July

Tuesday, 10 July

Wednesday, 11 July

Thursday, 12 July
Monday, 9 July

07:00 - 08:00 Breakfast
08:30 - 12:00 Checking Theoretical Test NIE Blk 5

Scores & Finalisation of
Medal Winers

12:00 - 14:00 Lunch RF Café
14:30 Bus departs NIE Blk 1

15:30 - 18:00 Closing Ceremony NA, NTU
19:00 - 22:30 Farewell Dinner R. Marina

RF Café

06:30 - 09:30 Breakfast
Up to 12:00 Farewells and Departure Bus to

Airport

RF Café

Saturday, 14 July

Sunday, 15 July07:00 - 08:00 Breakfast
08:30 - 09:30 Checking Practical Scores NIE Blk 5
09:30 - 12:00 Coordinators’ Meeting NIE Blk 5
12:00 - 13:00 Lunch RF Café

13:30 Bus departs NIE Blk 1
14:00 - 16:30 Visit to Peranakan and Museums

National Museums

RF Café

Friday, 13 July

17:00 - 19:30 Visit to Marina Barrage Marina
and Dinner Barrage

19:30 - 22:00 Special Activity: Marina
Night Kite-flying Barrage

Please refer to noticeboards for announcements of any changes to 
the schedule. RF Café: Rainforest Café; for others, see overleaf.

SCHEDULE
2012

All Day Arrival & Registration PGPR
18:00 - 20:00 Dinner PGPR

06:00 - 06:45 Breakfast PGPR
07:15 Bus departs PGPR

08:30 - 10:00 Practical Test (Shift 1) NIE
10:45 - 12:15 Practical Test (Shift 2) NIE
12:15 - 13:15 Lunch NIE
13:15 - 14:45 Practical Test (Shift 3) NIE
15:30 - 17:00 Practical Test (Shift 4) NIE
17:30 - 18:00 Meet with Jury Members NIE

18:30 Bus departs NIE
19:30 - 22:00 Dinner & Social Night PGPR

07:30 - 08:15 Breakfast PGPR
08:45 Bus departs PGPR

09:00 - 10:15 Visit to Faculty of Science NUS
11:00 - 14:30 Visit to Jurong Bird Park JBP

and Lunch
15:45 - 16:45 Visit to NEWater Plant NEWater

17:00 Bus departs NEWater
18:30 - 20:00 Dinner PGPR

07:00 - 07:45 Breakfast PGPR
08:15 Bus departs PGPR

09:30 - 12:30 Theoretical Test (Paper 1) NIE
12:30 - 14:00 Lunch NIE
14:00 - 17:00 Theoretical Test (Paper 2) NIE

17:30 Meet with Jury Members NIE
17:30 - 22:30 Dinner & Bhangra Night NIE

06:15 - 07:00 Breakfast PGPR
07:30 Bus departs PGPR

08:30 - 12:00 Visit to Singapore Zoo Zoo
13:00 - 13:45 Lunch PGPR

14:00 Bus departs PGPR
15:30 - 18:00 Closing Ceremony NA, NTU
19:00 - 22:30 Farewell Dinner R. Marina

07:00 - 08:00 Breakfast PGPR
08:30 Bus departs PGPR

09:00 - 10:15 Visit to A*STAR A*STAR
11:00 - 14:00 Visit to Underwater World UWS

and Lunch
15:00 - 18:00 Team-Building Activity: Marina

Kite-making Workshop, Barrage
and Marina Barrage Tour

18:00 - 19:30 Dinner
19:30 - 22:00 Special Activity: Marina

Night Kite-flying Barrage

06:30 - 09:30 Breakfast PGPR
Up to 13:00 Farewells and Departure Bus to

Airport

06:30 - 07:30 Breakfast PGPR
 08:00 Bus departs PGPR

09:45 - 12:00 Opening Ceremony NA, NTU
12:00 - 13:00 Lunch NA, NTU
13:30 - 16:30 Review of Lab Equipment NIE

Visit to School of Biological NTU
Sciences (SBS)

16:45 Bus departs SBS
18:00 - 19:00 Dinner PGPR
19:00 - 21:00 Ice-breakers PGPR

CCOMPETITORS’ SCHEDULE

Sunday, 8 July Tuesday, 10 July

Wednesday, 11 July

Thursday, 12 July Saturday, 14 July

Friday, 13 July Sunday, 15 July

Monday, 9 July

A*STAR: Agency for Science, Technology and Research; 
NA: Nanyang Auditorium;  NIE: National Institute of Education; 
NTU: Nanyang Technological University;  NUS: National University of 
Singapore; PGPR: Prince George’s Park Residences;  R. Marina: 
Raffles Marina;  UWS: Underwater World Singapore; 



By LEE XIN EN

AT THIS year’s Great Singapore
Sale (GSS), on Ms Jannie Chan’s
wish list is a bump in sales of be-
tween 8 per cent and 10 per cent.

The president of the Singapore
Retailers Association (SRA) said
that although some retailers have
reported a slowdown in recent
months, she was optimistic that
the GSS would increase sales.

She said: “Our economy may
not be going up, but it’s stable,
and we’re better off than Europe
and the United States.”

Ms Chan was speaking at a
press conference yesterday held
at Orchard’s 313@Somerset mall
to launch the annual sales event,
which starts today and ends on
July 22.

She said that through council
meetings, retailers had told her

that they were doing much better
today compared to two years ago.

New brands were being
brought in and people were spend-
ing more, she said.

The SRA represents some 80
per cent of retailers here.

Asked how much of a bump in
sales the GSS would likely gener-
ate, Ms Chan said she could not
give a definite figure.

But she said: “I wish for an in-
crease of between 8 and 10 per
cent... If we have strong tourist
arrivals and domestic spending, I
think we could hit those rates.

“I believe that there are
enough incentives during this

GSS to encourage consumer
spending.”

Last year, customer spending
during the two-month-long sale
reached a record high of $6.1 bil-
lion, an 11 per cent increase from
the previous year’s figures.

Now in its 19th year, GSS sales
have risen steadily – except in
2009 during the economic slump
and 2003 during the Sars crisis.

This year, new malls Changi
City Point and JCube will take
part in the sale for the first time.

SRA and MasterCard will also
give away a free fashion and
home makeover to the families of
three students with the biggest

improvements in their English
exams.

The students will be selected
from The Straits Times School
Pocket Money Fund’s STep UP
programme.

Mr William Tan, advertise-
ment sales director of Singapore
Press Holdings, said the GSS was
“exceptionally important”.

“The deals which retailers of-
fer will not only cushion consum-
ers against inflation, but also
raise the happiness level of Singa-
poreans.

“After all, shopping is our na-
tional pastime,” he said.

xinen@sph.com.sg

ASPIRING biologists are set to bat-
tle it out in a prestigious global
contest, which is coming to Singa-
pore for the first time.

More than 260 students from
65 countries will put their know-
ledge to the test by tackling prob-
lems and experiments at the Inter-
national Biology Olympiad.

Held over eight days, the annu-
al event is being organised by the
National Institute of Education,
the National University of Singa-
pore and the Singapore Institute
of Biology.

The last time the Republic host-
ed a major international science
competition for secondary stu-
dents was in 2006, when it organ-
ised the International Physics Ol-
ympiad.

President Tony Tan Keng Yam
is patron of this year’s contest,
the 23rd so far. It will begin on
July 8 at Nanyang Technological
University.

As well as competing for the
top honours, contestants and offi-
cials will also get to see the city.
On the cards are visits to Marina
Barrage, museums and the zoo.

Singapore has been taking part
in the competition since 2001.

Its best showing was last year
in Taipei, where it finished third
behind the United States and Tai-
wan.
MATTHIAS CHEW

Shoppers walking along Orchard Road. It’s deals galore at the 19th Great Singapore Sale, on from today until July 22. ST PHOTO: TED CHEN

S’pore to
host top
biology
contest RETAIL THERAPY

The deals which
retailers offer will
not only cushion
consumers against
inflation, but also
raise the happiness
level of
Singaporeans. After
all, shopping is our
national pastime.
– Mr William Tan,
advertisement sales director of
Singapore Press Holdings, on
the importance of the GSS

 

Trade association chief targets
8% to 10% increase in sales

Retailers hope for boost
in Great Singapore Sale

If you’ve seen or heard something 
interesting, please call us. The top three 
tip-offs each month will each win $100 
worth of vouchers.

GOT
NEWS?
1800-828-28-28
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By GRACE CHUA

WHILE an Indonesian tourist
developed a fever here and died
of avian influenza after she re-
turned home, the Republic has
so far been free from the H5N1
virus.

Last week, the Health Minis-
try here said the eight-year-old
girl had contracted the virus
when she handled freshly killed
poultry before her trip, and
that it was conducting contact
tracing.

Since the virus spread
around South-east Asia in
2004, poultry farms here and
Jurong Bird Park have taken
measures to keep the danger at
bay.

Mr Raja Segran, general man-
ager of Jurong Bird Park, which
has some 5,000 birds of 380
species, said surveillance and
monitoring methods are in
place to keep the bird park free
of avian influenza.

For instance, the bird park
has sentinel chickens, whose
blood and faeces are tested

each month to give early warn-
ing of a potential infection.

New birds are tested before
and after they arrive at the bird
park.

Particularly susceptible bird
species are also vaccinated
with the H5N2 vaccine each
year, which helps ward against
the H5N1 strain of the virus,
and tested to make sure the an-
tibodies generated are still ef-
fective.

The three chicken and two
quail farms here are checked
regularly for bird flu, said farm-
ers and the Agri-Food and Vet-
erinary Authority (AVA).

Poultry farm N&N Agricul-
ture keeps wild birds out of its
buildings and disinfects vehi-
cles, among other biosecurity
measures, its chief executive
Ma Chin Chew said.

He added that previous re-
ports saying that the farm had
increased its disinfections to
twice weekly because of bird
flu in the region were inaccu-
rate.

He said disinfection is rou-
tinely stepped up when the

farm culls hens that no longer
lay eggs.

If there is an outbreak in
nearby Malaysia, the Lim Chu
Kang farm can take further pre-
cautions, he added.

Quail farm Lian Wah Hang
is also playing safe.

Since 2004, it has stopped
giving public tours, said owner
William Ho, who previously
ran educational outings for the
public and school groups.

An AVA spokesman said it
also conducts regular bird flu
testing on migratory birds in
the nature reserves, such as the
Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve,
Botanic Gardens and Pulau
Ubin.

In March, it conducted its

sixth Exercise Gallus to test the
nation’s emergency prepared-
ness in case of an avian flu out-
break.

The exercise had emergen-
cy-response staff donning pro-
tective gear to carry out screen-
ing, simulate chicken culling
and disposal, test a new foam
decontamination process and
collect samples from a poultry
farm.

To date, there have been
more than 600 reported cases
of humans being infected with
the H5N1 virus worldwide and
more than 350 deaths since the
first case was reported in 2003,
according to the World Health
Organisation.

caiwj@sph.com.sg

FOR 35 years, Malay activity
groups have been keeping peo-
ple busy at community clubs
across the island, with their cul-
tural, social and sports activi-
ties.

Now they have been thrown
some new tasks: Help needy
families in the community and
nurture Singapore’s future lead-
ers.

The new challenge for Malay
Activity Executive Committees
(MAEC), as they are called,
came from Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Tharman Shanmugaratnam.

He said with their “strong
local knowledge and connec-
tions”, the committees were
well positioned to carry out the
challenges.

“They can play the critical
role of social facilitators on the
ground – identifying and help-
ing residents resolve personal
and family issues, and guiding
them to the appropriate nation-

al and community resources,”
he said.

For example, they could
work with mosques and other
Malay-Muslim organisations to
run programmes for poor fami-
lies and link up with other com-
munity partners to reach out to
more people.

Mr Tharman, who is also Fi-
ance as well as Manpower Min-
ister, threw down the gauntlet
at a recent dinner at Concorde
Hotel, to celebrate the 35th an-
niversary of these committees.

The challenge dovetails with
government efforts to give
needy Singaporeans a helping
hand and to be more inclusive.

Malay activity groups were
set up in 1977. Then known as
Malay Cultural Groups, their
main role was to organise and
promote Malay cultural activi-
ties.

These proved popular
enough to encourage more com-

munity centres to form similar
groups, as they expanded their
scope over the years to cover
social, educational, recreation-
al as well as sports activities.

In 1985, they were renamed
Malay Activity Groups, and 10
years later, Malay Activity Exec-
utive Committees. Today,
there are 97 such committees,
organising activities such as
health and education pro-
grammes.

Mr Tharman called this a
“big positive” for both the Ma-
lay community and Singapore,
noting that the committees and
other Malay grassroots groups
have engaged one in three Ma-
lay residents. Under its Com-
munity Vision, the People’s As-
sociation aims to bump this up
to one in two by 2015.

Stressing the need for the
committees to go beyond cul-
tural activities, he suggested
how they could reach out to

needy families to “hold their
hands”, and to attract more
youth by creating space for
them to pursue their interests
and initiatives.

“We have to put effort into
spotting potential youth lead-
ers, bringing them in and pro-
gressively grooming them to
take on more responsibilities in
the community,” he said.

The acting chairman of the
council overseeing the commit-
tees, Mr Salleh Masjor, agrees.
He said the committees should
“seriously consider DPM Thar-
man’s recommendations”.

“MAECs can take the step to
focus on helping needy families
to raise the standards of the Ma-
lay community, and nurture
young leaders for leadership re-
newal and continuity,” he said.

Some were already doing it
by providing subsidised tuition
and mentorship programmes
for poor students, he added.

Veterinary staff administering antioxidants to a flamingo in Jurong Bird
Park. They will later vaccinate the bird with the H5N2 vaccine, which helps
ward against the H5N1 strain. PHOTO: WILDLIFE RESERVES SINGAPORE

THE top biology students from
59 countries are gathered here
this week for the 23rd Interna-
tional Biology Olympiad.

The competition, which Sin-
gapore is hosting for the first
time, will challenge pre-univer-
sity students with theoretical
problems and laboratory experi-
ments in areas such as ecology
and classical biology.

President Tony Tan Keng
Yam, the patron for the event,
was at its official opening at
the Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity’s Nanyang Auditorium
yesterday.

About 1,000 people were at
the opening, which featured
Chinese and Malay dances, a
brass band medley and a lion
dance.

The participants also took to
the stage in their respective na-
tional costumes, drawing
cheers and applause from the
crowd.

Ever since Singapore began
sending a team to this Olympi-
ad in 2001, it has fared well,
winning an average of a gold
and a silver each year. Last
year’s team clinched three

golds and a silver.
Despite additional pressure

to perform as hosts of the
event, this year’s team is keep-
ing a level outlook and trying
not to let the stress get to
them.

Team member Zhang Hui
Ting, an 18-year-old student
from Raffles Institution, said:
“We just want to do our best.”

TODAY IN

L O U Dthe
new
paper

OWN
New album, same old bad
behaviour -whenis Chris
Brown going to grow up?

U

Farms, bird park conduct regular
checks, disinfections to play it safe

Measures
in place to
keep S’pore
H5N1-free

Biology students face off in global challenge

Malay activity groups ‘can play bigger role’
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Sherri Lee

The 23rd International Biology Ol-
ympiad (IBO) ended on a high note
for Singapore yesterday, with its stu-
dents coming up tops in the prestig-
ious competition.

The Singapore team won four
gold medals, placing first in a field
of 236 students from 59 economies
along with the United States,
which also scored four golds.

China, Taiwan and South Korea
tied for second place, with three
golds and one silver, and Estonia
and Finland tied for third with two
golds and two silvers.

Raffles Institution (RI) student
Nol Swaddiwudhipong finished as
the top scorer of the Olympiad.

It is the first time a Singapore
team has taken the top spot, as well
as the first time the Republic has
won four gold medals in one year.
Singapore was third last year.

Singapore was also hosting the
event for the first time. Over the
last week, promising pre-university
biologists put their skills to the test
in a series of challenging theoreti-
cal and practical tasks at the Nation-
al Institute of Education.

The competition was keen, espe-
cially as the participants had all
won their own countries’ national
biology olympiads to be selected
for the international contest.

The other members of the Singa-
pore team were Zhang Hui Ting
and Mao Haitong, also from RI,
and Lim Yuan Wei from Hwa
Chong Institution. They are all 18
years old, and in JC 2.

The four were selected from
more than 300 students who took
part in the Singapore Biology Olym-
piad (SBO) last year.

Emotions ran high at the awards
ceremony, as participants waited to

hear the results. “It was agonising,”
groaned Nol, who waited over 11/2

hours to find out he had won.
The others in the team placed

sixth, 11th and 23rd individually.
The tests required teams to ap-

ply their thinking skills to original
data from research papers.

Competition regulations disal-
low more than two weeks of inten-
sive preparation, so they had been
studying hard since late June.

Nol said they were mentored by
professors from the National Uni-
versity of Singapore, Nanyang Tech-
nological University and the Na-
tional Institute of Education; SBO
and IBO alumni, and their own
schoolteachers.

Even though the olympiad has
finally come to a close, there will be
no rest for the weary – the team’s
next challenge will be the looming
preliminary examinations and the
dreaded A-levels.

At least for now, though, the
team will take a well-deserved
break before hitting the books
again. “We will just revel in the mo-
ment first,” said Hui Ting. Haitong
laughed, adding: “I think it will
sink in tomorrow... Because school
starts again next week!”

ljsherri@sph.com.sg

PHOTO:
PATHLIGHT

SCHOOL

Acting
Minister for
Community
Development,
Youth and
Sports Chan
Chun Sing
signing a
“VVIP Wall”
at Pathlight
School
yesterday,
with Autism
Resource
Centre
president
Denise Phua
looking on.

More than $480,000 has been
raised for autistic people in the sev-
enth annual fund-raising drive led
by the Autism Resource Centre and
Pathlight School. The amount tar-
geted was $300,000.

Mr Chan Chun Sing, Acting Min-
ister for Community Development,
Youth and Sports, and Senior Parlia-
mentary Secretary (Community De-
velopment, Youth and Sports, and
Foreign Affairs) Sam Tan were
present at yesterday’s event, called
A Very Special Walk 2012.

It drew more than 800 partici-
pants. Rain meant the planned

walk to Bishan Park was cancelled,
and replaced with game stalls and
performances at autism-focused
Pathlight School in Ang Mo Kio.

The money raised will fund the
centre’s Employability and Employ-
ment Centre, which was launched
in March and aims to equip autistic
youth and adults with employable
skills.

“People with autism and other
special needs want to be independ-
ent, just like us,” said Moulmein-Ka-
llang GRC MP Denise Phua, who is
the autism centre’s president.

Walter Sim

$480,000 for the autistic
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Team members (from left) Zhang Hui Ting, Mao Haitong, Nol Swaddiwudhipong and Lim Yuan Wei with their medals. It is the first time a Singapore team has
taken the top spot, as well as the first time the Republic has won four gold medals in one year. Raffles Institution student Nol was also the Olympiad’s top scorer.

Singapore tops biology olympiad
Team wins four golds
to tie for No. 1 spot
with the US; RI
student is top scorer
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NIE hosts the 
23rd International 
Biology Olympiad

Having hosted the International 
Physics Olympiad in 2006, the 
National Institute of Education 
(NIE), Singapore played host to 
the world for the 23rd International 
Biology Olympiad (IBO 2012), 
from 8 to 15 July 2012.
 
In partnership with the Ministry 
of Education (MOE), Singapore, 
the event was co-organised by a 
dedicated team of professors and 
staff from NIE/Nanyang Technological University, Singapore and the 
National University of Singapore (NUS). The team led by Co-Chairs, 
Associate Professor Shirley Lim from NIE and Associate Professor Lim 
Tit Meng from NUS saw the global participants delight in a myriad 
of exhilarating activities. The students were accompanied by adult 
delegates, mostly high-school educators and professors, who formed the 
international jury panel that vetted and translated the test papers into their 
students’ native language. All participants were hosted on excursions of 
interest, particularly biological ones, with a mix of cultural indulgence 
throughout their stay.
 
IBO 2012 saw 234 student competitors from 59 countries taking part in 
a gruelling series of practical tasks and theoretical tests that assessed 
their knowledge and skills across various disciplines of in the biological 
sciences, grouped into four key areas: Cell and Molecular Biology; 
Microbiology and Biochemistry; Plant Diversity, Anatomy and Physiology; 
and Animal Anatomy and Ecology. Concluding 
on a high-note, participants are looking forward 
to the next Olympiad to come.
 
Kudos to Teams Singapore and USA, who each 
garnered the maximum of four gold medals, 
with Singapore’s Mr Nol Swaddiwudhipong 
securing the Top Gold Medal.
 
For more information, visit www.ibo2012.org

By Mr Timothy Tan, Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic Group

Above: Student Competitors 
assembled and waiting to enter 
the Nanyang Auditorium for the 
“Competitors’ March-past”

Above: Co-chairs of the IBO 2012 Organising 
Committee, Associate Professor Shirley Lim from NIE 
(right); and Associate Professor Lim Tit Meng from 
NUS giving their Welcome Address

Above: Members of the International Jury in 
deliberation at the NIE Sports Hall, transformed 
for the purpose with networked ICT facilities, 
with	wireless	classroom	participation	‘Clickers’	
used for voting, and a range of refreshment and 
relaxation amenities for the long sessions lasting 
through the night

Below: Team Singapore. From L-R: Mao Haitong, 
Nol Swaddiwudhipong, Lim Yuan Wei, and 
Zhang Hui Ting

Above: Practical Tasks 
conducted in the Natural 
Sciences and Science Education 
AG’s science laboratories. The 
laboratories were set up with 
individual partitions for each 
student in each of the four tasks

Above: Student competitors (and quite a few Jury members) letting their hair down during Bhangra Night at the NIE Triangle after completing all the tests

Above: The Theoretical Tests were 
conducted en masse in the Gymnasium

Above: Singapore’s Mr Nol Swaddiwudhipong 
receiving his Gold Medal from Ms Chan Lai Fung, 
Permanent Secretary (Education Policy), MOE, 
Guest-of-Honour at the Closing Ceremony
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The award symbolizes a deep sense 
of passion and a single-minded 
resolve to overcome obstacles and 
achieve excellence. 

23rd  International Biology Olympiad Organizing Committee 

The 23rd International Biology Olympiad (IBO) was hosted by Singapore from 8 - 15 July 2012. This event was 
jointly organized by NIE, NTU and NUS with support from MOE. Participants from 59 countries (a total of 440 
participants) attended IBO 2012, which had an extremely complex scientific and social programme that required 
elaborate co-ordination and detailed planning. There were 34 Committee Members, 23 of whom were NTU 
colleagues, in the IBO Organising Committee, inclusive of the Scientific Committee. The Organizing Committee 
made it their mission to ensure that student competitors were challenged with good quality biological science 

L practical tasks and gruelling theoretical questions so that Singapore is recognized for her excellence in biology 
education. Countless hours were spent to ensure that all equipment worked; creative media and publicity materials 

were produced to publicise the event and participants brought back memorable souvenirs. All 
these contributed positively to their experience 

with NTU. The participants not only 
experienced the welt-planned physical 
infrastructure NTU provides, they were 
warmly welcomed by the University's 
community. The dedication and 
spirit of excellence exhibited by the 
members of the Organising Committee 
are highly commendable. Their self-
sacrificial attitude has inspired many 
colleagues and demonstrated clearly 
what it means to give one's best in 
every project. 
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Battle of the Biologists
Aspiring biologists gathered at the National Institute of Education 
to compete in the 23rd International Biology Olympiad, hosted by 

Singapore for the first time.

Young budding biologists from the world 
over gathered in Singapore for the first 
time during the prestigious International 
Biology Olympiad (IBO) held from 8 to 
15 July. A total of 234 of the world’s most 
promising pre-university/senior high 
school biology students and 203 officials 
from 59 countries made Singapore their 
home during this period.

The student participants were housed 
in NUS dormitories, whilst the jury 
members and officials resided in NTU 
hostels during IBO 2012 Singapore. The 
eight-day event with rigorous practical 
and theoretical tests, social and cultural 
programmes and business meetings, was 
organised by a committee co-chaired by 
Associate Professor Shirley Lim from 

the National Institute of Education 
(NIE), and Associate Professor Lim 
Tit Meng from the National University 
of Singapore (NUS). Members of the 
Organising Committee comprised 
professors and staff from NIE, and the 
Department of Biological Sciences at 
NUS, as well as other staff members from 
various departments in NTU and NUS.

The opening ceremony held on 9 July at 
NTU’s Nanyang Auditorium, was graced 
by His Excellency, President Tony Tan 
Keng Yam, who was also the Patron of the 
23rd IBO.

IBO 2012 Singapore ended on a high note 
with the Singapore team garnering four 
gold medals for the first time, ranking 

first of the 59 countries that competed. 
In addition, the top gold medal was 
awarded to Singapore competitor, Mr 
Nol Swaddiwudhipong – this is the 
third time since Singapore’s first venture 
into the IBOs in 2001 that it has won 
the top medal. The competition was 
closely fought as all the participants were 
winners at their respective countries’ 
National Biology Olympiads. The 
Singapore delegation was led by Dr 
Beverly Goh from Natural Sciences and 
Science Education, NIE, and Dr Ng Ngan 
Kee from the Department of Biological 
Sciences, NUS. The team was also 
mentored by a team of professors from 
NIE and NUS, and alumni from previous 
IBOs.

DID YOU KNOW THAT…? 

• Singapore participated in the IBO 
for the first time, as an observer 
country, in the year 2000. A year later, 
Singapore competed for the first 
time, winning two gold and two silver 
medals and ranking third out of 38 
countries.

• The recruitment of IBO volunteers 
began in February 2012 with 
information sessions being held 
at NTU and NUS. Close to 200 
students applied as volunteers, 
including foreign students studying in 
Singapore. A total of 106 volunteers 
were finally selected.

• The youngest volunteer was 16 years 
old, whilst the oldest was 30.

• A total of 83 female and 151 male 
students participated in IBO 2012 
Singapore, with 24 of them celebrating 
their birthdays in July. Of these, four 
had birthdays that fell within the IBO 
period!

• The youngest competitor was 
Emmanuel Oludowole, a 13-year-
old, from Nigeria. Another young 
competitor was 14-year-old Elmar 
Mammadli from Azerbaijan. 

• A pair of twins, Marko and Mirko 
Pejatovic from Montenegro, 
participated in the IBO.

• Competition regulations state that 
participants are not allowed more than 
two weeks of intensive preparation, so 
they had been studying hard only from 
late June. 

• Student participants had to surrender 
their electronic devices to the officials, 
and only received them at the end of 
the Olympiads.

• Team Spain brought their own 
footballs and posed with them in 
photographs.

• Four challenging and innovative 
Practical tests in the fields of Cell and 
Molecular Biology, Microbiology and 
Biochemistry, Plant Diversity, Anatomy 
and Physiology, and Animal Anatomy 
and Ecology were designed to test the 
students’ practical skills.

• Students wore multi-coloured 
laboratory coats which categorised 
them into different groups. Each team 
in each group had a representative 
who rotated through each practical 

test in four shifts, which lasted one 
whole day. 

• In the Plant Diversity part of the 
practical test, students had to answer 
questions on a durian seedling of 
which many of them were unfamiliar 
with. Whilst many may have seen a 
durian fruit, probably none had ever 
seen a durian seedling! The seedlings 
used for the practical task were 
germinated by NIE’s Dr Shawn Lum, a 
few months before the Olympiad. 

• In the ecology section of the Animal 
Anatomy and Ecology practical task, 
students had to figure out the structure 
of the simulated benthic communities 
by counting mahjong chips in different 
samples. One student even submitted 
his/her mahjong chips together with 
the answer sheet! 

• The Theoretical Tests were held 
at NIE’s gymnasium which was 
converted into an examination hall to 
accommodate all the students. The 
tests consisted of two three-hour long 
papers. Given the lengthy duration, 
students were provided with snacks 
and drinks. 

• IBO 2013 will be held in the city of 
Bern, Switzerland.

ABOUT THE IBO
The International Olympiads for Science 
gather the brightest students from around 
the world, as they compete in stimulating 
challenges. Students demonstrate 
their proficiency of scientific concepts 
through rigorous theoretical tests whilst 
their experimental skills are also tested 
through practical tests.
 

The International Biology Olympiad 
(IBO) is a competition for secondary 
school students where they tackle 
biological problems and conduct 
biological experiments. It is necessary for 
the students to be interested in biology 
and to have traits of inventiveness, 
creativity and perseverance. IBO tries to 
challenge and stimulate these students to 
expand their talents and to promote their 
career as scientists.

The IBO aims to bring together young 
people from over the world in an 
open, friendly and peaceful mind. 
Four students from each participating 
country are sent for the competition. 
These participants, who are winners 
of the countries’ respective national 
competitions, are accompanied by two 
team leaders.

Biology students from around the world participated in IBO 2012 Singapore.
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