
Memories of a Fossil
1989-2021 IBO Highlights

• Gérard COBUT
• Biology Teachers Association „PROBIO“, Belgium

Supported by



1989, Brno meeting, 
IBO Foundation 

@ Mendel’s monastery





Tomáš Soukup



Pavol Elias Jan StoklasaJan Stoklasa

Tomáš Soukup Vítek Bičik



1990, Olomouc
1st IBO

• 6 countries

• Logo !

• 2 official languages



Peter Voogt
Michel Asperges

Irène Popoff



1991 
Makhachkala 

Dagestan
(Russia, still 

USSR)

Giorgos Sakellaris



Alexander Siviglasov Irène Popoff

19-20 Dec 1991
1st Advisory Board Meeting, Prague
International Science Advisory 

Later: ISAB à AB



IBO 1992 – Poprad, Czechoslovakia
Not Greece L

Andreas Ehn
Peter Voogt

Erwin Zabel



Very Promising Competitor

Lenka Libusová
(1993)



1993 – The 
Netherlands
• More and more fun
• More countries

still joining
(and earning medals)

Hans Morélis



Varna, 
Bulgaria, 

1994

Jan Fronk

Vítek Bicik



1995 
Thailand

New IBO Trophy

Sumonta Promboon



Askin TumerAli Demirsoy



1996 Ukraine, Crimea

• My first live IBO!

• With my colleagues Hugo Vandendries
& Irène Popoff

• Three lunches a day!



Slow Speed Train — 600 km in 23 hours



Paula van Kranenburg

Wine tasting



1997 Turkmenistan



IBO website 
launch



1998 Kiel, 
Germany





Eckhard Lucius



Uppsala 1999



Andreas Ehn



Turkey, 2000



2001: Brussels
1st IBO in the 3rd millennium

HRH Prince Laurent of Belgium



Louis De Vos HugoGérard



Translator - Interpreter Olga Waksmann IT specialist Alexander Friedmann



Latvia 2002

Uldis Kondratovics Maruta Kusina



The funniest award ceremony ever!



Belarus 2003

Natalia Maximova Galina Romanovec



A Dictator…



2004 Brisbane, Australia
Starring Andrew Walter!





Sasha Rubtsov Vladimir Pasechnik Shirley Lim



China: 
2005



Jindong Zhao         A one-man band !



Jan Černý

Vítek leaving IBO



Argentina 2006 





Gladys Mori de Moro



Roberta!

Hydrochoerus
hydrochaeris
(Capybara)

Homo sapiens



2007 Saskatoon Canada





Jean-Louis Michard Louis De Vos



2008 India, 
Mumbai



• Rekha Vartak

• Anupama Ronad





"Rana"



AB 2008 in Prague
@ the Stone Bell House, Starometské Námestí!



2009 Japan

20th IBO
H1N1 flu



His Imperial 
Highness Prince 
Akishino, 
Princess Kiko



Tsukuba night!



2010 Korea
Video competition





2011 Taiwan





Vice-President of Taiwan, Vincent C. Siew





Shirley Lim     Tony Tan, President of Singapore       Tit-Meng Lim

2012 
Singapore





Poon
Pitiwong Tantichodok

Maruta Kusina



Hans Morélis
leaving IBO



2013 Bern - Switzerland



• Daniel Wegmann
• 100% digital exams





2014 Bali Indonesia





2015 
Denmark



Kirsten Wøldicke





2016 Vietnam





Initiating IBO 
association



2017 UK



Norma Broadbridge



IBO e.V. is incorporated

• 1990 – 2016: IBO = a club of nice persons
• 2017 on: IBO = a legal entity

(1st International Olympiad to get structured!)
• IBO Office development



2018 Iran





2019 Hungary



Sandor Ban



2020 — New web 
site





More Prominent Figures

Sebastian Opitz 

Anindya Rana Sinha



Alexandre Salsmann Michaël Terzo

Jan Cerny





José Matos

Mary Oliver — Poonpipope Kasemsap



Chairpersons

• Hans Morélis
1995

• Poonpipope Kasemsap
2008

• Ryoichi Matsuda
2018






